
 

 

 

 

 

Summer String Experience 2025 Report 
The Summer String Experience (SSE) ran from July 13–18, 2025. Formerly a program of the Saskatoon 
Suzuki String Program with funding from SOA, this year SSE was administered directly by 
SaskOrchestras. This change allowed us to broaden participation to all young violin, viola, or cello 
players aged 3–16, regardless of background or familiarity with the Suzuki repertoire. 

Our goal was to retain the best elements of past SSEs while welcoming fiddle students and expanding 
accessibility. Students registered in one of four program streams: Beginner, Developing, Orchestra, and 
Chamber Music. Enrollment rose from 83 in 2024 to 121 in 2025, a strong indicator of community 
interest and support—even before the camp began. 

 

Sunday Afternoon 

Camp kicked off with parents and students picking up schedules and t-shirts, followed by an 
introduction to faculty and a building tour. Students were then grouped into their respective programs 
for an initial session: 

�x! Beginners were introduced to instrument care and basic posture. 
�x! Developing Program students participated in group playing to rebuild ensemble skills after 

summer break. 
�x! Orchestra and Chamber students met with their orchestras, received music, and began 

rehearsals. 

As an introduction to this year’s new fiddle elements, the day concluded with a 30-minute folk dance 
session, led by Kim deLaforest, who provided live music and instruction. This served as a fun icebreaker 
and a teaser for Tuesday’s barn dance.  

 



Monday–Thursday: Morning Schedule 

Beginner Program 

Grouped roughly by age, Beginner students participated in: 

�x! Small group classes (~6 students) 
�x! Large group classes (~12 students) 
�x! Movement class with Sheryl Salen, Arts Specialist, Saskatoon Public   

Schools 
 
 

 

 

The movement class gave students a break from the concentration required for learning an instrument 
and included choreography for the camp finale. Each morning concluded with crafts or sports, and their 
day ended at 12:30 p.m. 

Developing & Orchestra Programs 

Students were divided by playing level and participated 
in: 

�x! Small group technique classes 
�x! Large group fiddle repertoire classes (including the 

Fiddle Finale) 
�x! Movement or percussion class 
�x! Crafts or sports 

 

Developing students were dismissed at 12:30 p.m., while Orchestra students stayed for afternoon 
rehearsals. 

Chamber Music Program 

Chamber students, organized into quartets or quintets, spent the 
morning in: 

�x! Two coaching sessions (classical and pops repertoire 
�x! Supervised rehearsal sessions with senior assistants (many of 

whom were SSE alumni) 
�x! Percussion/rhythmic training 

 

 



Monday–Thursday: Afternoon Schedule 

Orchestra Program 

Orchestra students were divided into: 

�x! Atlantic Orchestra (for those new to orchestral playing) 
�x! Pacific Orchestra (for more experienced players) 

Afternoons included: 
�x! Sectionals (instrument-specific rehearsals) 
�x! Full orchestra rehearsals 

The repertoire covered a mix of classical, fiddle, and pop styles. 

Arctic Orchestra 

Composed of Chamber Music participants, the Arctic Orchestra focused on: 

�x! Advanced parts of the Pops Finale and Fiddle Finale (no sectionals) 
�x! High-level ensemble experience in a large orchestra 

 



Special Events 

Tuesday Evening: Barn Dance 

To celebrate Saskatoon’s rich string 
traditions, the Saskatoon Fiddle Orchestra, 
along with Booker Blakley (caller), hosted 
an evening of square dancing. It was a joyful 
community event, bringing together 
families and students of all ages. 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Evening: Chamber Music Concert 

All six chamber groups performed two 
contrasting pieces, showcasing both 
classical and contemporary styles. This 
performance was a highlight for many of 
the older, more advanced students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday: Dress Rehearsal & Finale 

The day began with a full dress rehearsal, including: 

�x! Individual group pieces 
�x! Combined fiddle group performances 
�x! All three orchestras 
�x! The Pops and Fiddle Finales 

Beginner and Developing students left at 12:30 p.m., while Orchestra and 
Chamber students remained for a final, relaxed rehearsal. 



Later in the day, Dr. Veronique Mathieu (University of Saskatchewan), shared a workshop on graphic 
notation and contemporary composition techniques. Students explored interpreting and creating 
graphic scores in a hands-on session. 

 

Friday Evening: Final Concert 

All students participated in the closing concert, which included: 

�x! Beginner demonstrations 
�x! Small group pieces 
�x! Combined fiddle group pieces 
�x! Orchestra repertoire 
�x! Two finale pieces: 

�ƒ! Fiddle Finale (arr. Kim deLaforest) 
�ƒ! Pops Finale (arr. James Legge) 

The Pops Finale featured choreography by Sheryl Salen, 
integrating movement and music in a joyful celebration of the 
week’s work as all 121 students performed together 

Conclusion 

We are proud of what we achieved with SSE 2025. The program brought together a broader, more 
diverse group of students and teachers under a shared vision of expanding string education in 
Saskatoon. 
This year, we were able to: 

�x! Hire more teachers, thanks to increased enrollment 
�x! Involve a wide range of participants, including: 

! ! 3 First Nations students 
! ! 2 Métis students 
! ! 7 Inuit students from Pangnirtung, Nunavut, via the Fiddles North project 



We also welcomed professionals, amateurs and educators from across the string-playing community, 
including the Saskatoon Fiddle Orchestra, Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra members, and Dr. Mathieu.  

Transitioning away from the Suzuki program meant reinventing much of the administrative structure. 
Special thanks go to Elaine Kaloustian for developing our new website and registration system among 
her many other tasks. 

 Financially, we applied for and were supported by a grant from the Community Initiatives Fund, 
allowing us to offer some financial assistance. Several participants also received funding from Creative 
Kids. 

Looking Ahead 

One major uncertainty is the future 
availability of space at the University of 
Saskatchewan. A change in leadership 
delayed confirmation of our venue until 
months after registration had opened. 
Although we paid only modest fees this 
year, future rental costs could run into 
several thousand dollars, making long-
term planning difficult. 

We already have ideas for improvements 
and refinements for next year, and we 
feel confident that this year’s camp was a 
major step forward. 

 

 

Thank you to the board of SaskOrchestras for making SSE 2025 possible. 
James Legge 
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	Summer String Experience 2025 Report
	Sunday Afternoon
	Monday–Thursday: Morning Schedule
	Beginner Program
	Grouped roughly by age, Beginner students participated in:
	Developing & Orchestra Programs
	Chamber Music Program

	Monday–Thursday: Afternoon Schedule
	Orchestra Program
	Arctic Orchestra

	Special Events
	Tuesday Evening: Barn Dance
	Thursday Evening: Chamber Music Concert

	Friday: Dress Rehearsal & Finale
	Friday Evening: Final Concert
	All students participated in the closing concert, which included:
	We are proud of what we achieved with SSE 2025. The program brought together a broader, more diverse group of students and teachers under a shared vision of expanding string education in Saskatoon.


