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SOA acknowledges the 

generous support of:  

Welcome to all new and continuing members of the Saskatchewan 
Orchestral Association.   
 
The SOA is an organization dedicated ñ to support, encourage, inspire and 
educate the orchestral community and people of Saskatchewan in an effort 
to nourish and create a vital and sustainable arts & culture community in 
this provinceò.  We are currently a valid Provincial Cultural Organization 
(PCO) and as such apply for, and receive, provincial Lottery Funds to 
support our training programs, and support our member groups in their own 
string and orchestral activities.  This year our funding level from lotteries is 
about $100,000 and we utilize all of those funds, and this year also an extra 
$12,000 from reserves, to support our members.  For most groups this 
results in a return of about $5 to your program for each $1 of membership 
fees so membership is an excellent investment for you!   
 
Our volunteer Board is preparing to review your new applications for 
funding that are due November 1 so please have those ready in time so we 
can divide up the resources and get your cheques out as soon as 
possible.  We have some new member groups this year and are always 
seeking more so we can spread our support across the province.  We 
especially wish to identify active strings teachers and orchestral group 
leaders around the province so we can support these activities and build a 
stronger orchestral community.  Our provincial funding is proportional to the 
dynamic activity we can generate across the province in fulfilling our 
mandate quoted above. 
 
As we have described in several previous newsletters, and in membership 
meetings, that the SOA, and many other organizations funded through 
lotteries, have been through an extensive review and analysis by 
SaskCulture.   SaskCulture is the organization charged with controlling and 
administering the lottery funds distributed to cultural groups, and ultimately, 
determining if each group is eligible for funding.  These reviews over the 
past few years have identified a number of changes that are being made to 
the funding of cultural groups.  One interesting example is Heritage where, 
in 2008, ñSaskCulture initiated the Heritage Community Consultation to 
build an integrated framework for a new umbrella heritage organization to 
provide leadership and collaborative development for Saskatchewanò.  That 
new organization, Heritage Saskatchewan, is now in place and operating 
with a unified voice, funding,  and a new direction for heritage issues and 
opportunities across the province.  SaskCulture sees substantial opportunity 
for change and growth within the 5 music PCOs as well and is assisting us 
in coming together to form a more unified organization that can promote 

Saskatchewan Orchestral 

Association, Inc.  

NEWSLETTER 
Inside this issue:  

Presidentõs message 1-2 

SOA CD compilation  2 

SK Music Conference  3 

SMFA award winners  4 

Prince Albert Strings  4 

SOA Conducting Work-

shop  

5 

Moose Jaw Youth 

Strings  Orchestra  

5 

Regina Strings Work-

shop  

6 

South SK Youth Orches-

tra  

7 

Regina Mandolin Or-

chestra  

8 

Saskatoon Youth Or-

chestra  

8 

Suzuki Summer Strings  9 

Sawa, SSO, SCPS & SNM 10-11 

 

SOA info  12 

September  2010  

Presidentôs Message  September 2010 -  Hugh Wood 



SOA September 2010 Newsletter  2 

 

and advocate for music in the province.  This is a multiyear project and we are only at the beginning, so we 
have a good opportunity to hear your voices and opinions about what you would like to see in a new 
organization---what is important to you?  Funding, Advocacy, Training, Performance, Efficiency, 
Communication, Access, Diversity, ???  Please think about these issues and when you see a member survey 
coming around, please give us your best response so we can design the best possible organization for the 
future.  Change is not bad; it is just stressful and difficult to get through, but if the change has been well 
designed, it leads to a better future. 
 
There has been another change about which you should be aware.  Recently, ñSport, Culture and Recreation 
Districts have been established in Saskatchewan to assist community sport, culture and recreation leaders 
and those who are seeking information on participation or program opportunities. The mandate of the Districts 
is to focus on facilitating community development and coordinating networks within their district, with the aim 
of enhancing access to sport, culture and recreation programs and services in the provinceò.   Nine such 
Districts have been created and they each receive substantial funding from SaskCulture (about 30% of their 
funding) with a definite mandate to include culture activities, such as music, along with sports and recreation 
in their regions.  So there is a real opportunity for you, as music groups, to work and cooperate with the SCR 
Districts to promote and build your cultural activities.  This is a new direction for Sport and Recreation but the 
mandate, and SaskCulture funding,  is clearly there to include and promote cultural activities as well.  Please 
see the SCR Districts website for details on contact information in each region. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, and have a great year of music. 
 

An SOA CD compilation . . .  
 Submit a copy of a recent recording of your SOA member group . .   
 
 
The SOA would like each member group to submit one recording of approximately 5 minutes 
recorded during the past 12 months.   
 
The individual recordings will be compiled onto one CD to be used to promote the groups 
and the SOA.   Approximately 200 copies of the recording will be made.   
 
Each group will receive 10 copies of the CD at no charge.  Additional copies will be 
made available at cost.  
 
The recording should be made in stereo with the best possible equipment. The complete 
name of the recorded music along with the names of the composer and arranger should ac-
company the recording as well as a list of performers.  These lists should be sent as a 
Word 
file to conductor@sasktel.net .   The recordings should be in one of the following for-
mats:  

¶  Mp3 or  
¶  Sound Designer II or  
¶  WAVE or  
¶  AIFF.  

 
Arrangements can be made to have the recording received via the internet. The deadline 
for receipt of the recordings is February 1, 2011.  
 
Any groups who will participate should send an expression of interest in participating 
to Wayne Toews at conductor@sasktel.net   by November 2, 2010.  
 

mailto:conductor@sasktel.net
mailto:conductor@sasktel.net
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Consider attending the conference: more information is available at www.saskmusic.ca 

 

Highlights for the SOA include: 

¶  Conducting workshops with Wayne Toews 

¶  Bowing skills workshop with Leanne Zacharias and the Brandon University Orchestra 

¶  Honour Orchestra Concert  

 

And new for 2010 a Parent workshop . . .  My child loves music; how can I help? 
¶ a presentation in conjunction with the Saskatchewan Music Conference to empower par-

ents to maximize the benefits of their child's music education 

 When:  2:40 p.m. Saturday November 6, 2010 (before the Honour Groups concert)  

 Where:  Circle Drive Alliance Church, 3035 Preston Avenue, Saskatoon, SK 

Free admission to this presentation.  Everyone is welcome. 

http://www.saskmusic.ca
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Congratulations  
to  SOA Award Winners  

in the 2010 Saskatchewan Music Festival!  
 

 

 
 

Thank you to the local festival committees who administer the awards!  
 
Awards at the beginner and elementary levels are $25 cheques; junior, intermediate and senior level awards 
are $150 vouchers to attend SOA sponsored string workshops/camps.  
 
SOA Sponsored workshops included the following for 2010: 
 - Moose Jaw Fiddle Workshop 
 - Saskatoon Suzuki Summer Strings Experience 
 - Tisdale Spring workshop or Tisdale Fall Workshop  
 - SOA Chamber Orchestra workshop (Saskatoon) 
 - Regina Summer Strings Workshop 
 - Swift Current Strings Fiddle Workshop  

Location Beginner Elementary Junior Intermediate Senior 

Battlefords Victoria Mah-
mood  
  

Victoria Mah-
mood  
  

no award Zaide Masich  
  

no award 

Humboldt Faith Schuler  
  

no award Avery Dilla-
bough  
  

no award no award 

Melfort 
  

Angela Hoffman  
  

Harley Edin  
  

Bethany Helm  
  

Brina Rempel  
  

Emily Tatrynovich  
  

Moose Jaw 
  

Ashlynn Adam  
  

Samantha Karn  
  

Cambina Brisbin  
  

Emily Karn  
  

Alana Karn  
  

Naicam 
 

Olivia Stephaniuk  
  

Nicole 
Stephaniuk  
 

Katelyn Gaetz  
  

Silken Handford -
Perronnet  
  

Elyse Alsbach  
  

Nipawin Connor Clapson  
  

Anna Edwards  
  

Anna Edwards  
  

Antoine Garez  
  

Francois Garez  
  

Prince Albert Brea Howden  
  

Keanna Georget  
  

D.J. Gaudet  
  

Shuvani Arsiradam  
  

Kevin Siemens  
  

Swift Current Amanda Thore-
son  
  

Alishia Beach  
  

Esther Derksen  
  

Rachel Dueck  
  

No award 
  

Yorkton Alex Cottenie  
  

Mikaela Ortynski  
  

no award NevaleaTkachuk  
  

no award 

Prince Albert Strings Orchestra  
Submitted by D. Bernier 

 

Hello from Prince Albert Strings Orchestra. We are looking forward to starting a new season. 
 
Half a dozen of our members (grade 12 students) have graduated and moved from P.A., so I have been on a 
serious recruiting mission. We expect to see almost a dozen new faces, in addition to our regular members 
from Melfort, Saskatoon, Shellbrook, Bellevue, and P.A.   
 
We will be performing in the community of Shellbrook on Oct. 21, Prince Albert Kiwanis Music Festival on 
March 3, and our Annual Spring Concert in April.  
 
Best wishes to all of our fellow SOA groups who are currently preparing for the new season. 
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Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra 
Submitted by A. Riches  

We all share a philosophy that learning to play a musical instrument should be enjoyable as well as 
educational. We know that an inspired student is more inclined to play and practice their instru-
ment.  
 
While the backbone of Moose Youth String Orchestra lesson is learning to read music and play with 
the orchestra, our modern teaching approach balances traditional fundamentals with complimentary 
studies that nurture our studentôs artistic, creative relationship with their instrument. Music lessons 
encompass numerous elements of music education including note reading, music theory, scales and 
chords, ear training, improvisation and more. Lesson content also spans musical studies that nurture 
our studentôs artistic, creative relationship with their instrument. We are the only program for chil-
dren in Moose Jaw concentrated on orchestral training. The program provides orchestral experience, 
training and encouragement while promoting and developing skills and knowledge in string tech-
niques. For more information please visit our website at www.mjyso.com  
 
I also wanted to share that we've recently moved into a new facility located at 436 Langdon Cres 
Moose Jaw.  Our new location is a fantastic older home filled with original wood fixtures making for 
amazing acoustics both for the orchestras and private lessons that parent's can enjoy as they relax 
in our 'parent lounge'.   We've nicknamed it The Post (sound post) being that we are string groups.    
 
Our new location is great but even more exciting this year are the programs being offered from be-
ginner to senior orchestras and private lessons making the 2010-2011 season of the MJYSO event 
more spectacular than ever.   

Feel free to come and check us out! 

Photo submitted by W. Toews 

http://www.mjyso.com
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Regina Summer String Workshop Gets Rave Reviews  
 

Submitted by V. Wilkinson & B. Fitzpatrick  

 
 
For a group of 36 string students the week of July 5 ï 9th, 2010, was an especially 

exciting one.  The kids, ranging in age from 8- 16 were all involved in a unique summer music camp for young 
string musicians, held at Regina's Westminster United Church. 
 
The youth were given a rare opportunity to work with accomplished musicians from across North America, 
enabling them to enhance their musical technique and performance skills. 
 
Workshop instructors included: Thomas Cosbey,violin, Concertmaster Thunder Bay Symphony Orchestra;  
Marilyn de Oliveira, cello, Assistant Principal, Oregon Symphony; Jonathan Ward, viola, Principal, Regina 
Symphony Orchestra; Curtis Scheschuk, bass, Regina Symphony Orchestra; Michelle Zapf ï Belanger, violin, 
Thunder Bay Symphony Orchestra;  Peter Cosbey, cello, Annex Quartet; Canadian Opera Orchestra; Kathe-
rine Dowling, piano, artist in residence, the Banff Centre; and  Mariko Kamachi, piano, Alicier Arts chamber 
music series and Grace Trio. 
 
Students received both one-on-one and group instruction throughout the week. They also took part in age 
appropriate quartets, junior and senior orchestras, and a full workshop orchestra which included all 36 stu-
dent participants.  In addition they each performed in a daily student solo recital, and were treated to a short 
performance by faculty members each day.  Students all participated in a public performance on the final day 
of the workshop. 
 
The workshop faculty also hosted a full public performance of their work on July 8th , giving the students a 
special opportunity to view their instructors as performers. The event drew an audience of nearly 150 commu-
nity members. 
 
But the camp wasn't all work ï the students spent breaks playing games, both inside and outside the church, 
enjoyed delicious home baked snacks and spent a wonderful afternoon bonding with their musical partners in 
the Wascana Pool. 
 
Both instructors and students  left the workshop saying it was a huge success.  The majority of both groups 
are planning to return next year. As a result the Regina Summer Strings Organizing Committee has already 
begun planning for the 2011 Regina Summer Strings Workshop. For the 2011 year the organizing committee 
would like to incorporate additional training opportunities with guest artists.  The committee will be working  
throughout the year to access funds that would enable it to provide this opportunity in the 2011season. 
 
The 2010 Regina Summer Strings Workshop was produced by an organizing committee  of local residents. 
Funding for the workshop came through student registrations, a grant from the SOA, as well as support from 
the Saskatchewan Lotteries Foundation and the Saskatchewan Arts Board. The workshop also received in-
kind sponsorship from a number of other Regina organizations. The organizing committee spent significant 
effort in accessing sponsorships from local organizations, as a result the committee was able to run the work-
shop without incurring any losses.  All sponsors were recognized on the Regina Summer Strings website, in 
both the student and faculty public concerts, and by the Master of Ceremonies at each of the concerts. 
 
It was a successful event on a number of fronts.  The workshop provided a wonderful learning opportunity for 
36 young string players.  Workshop instructors were able to provide the musical training in a fun environment 
for the youth. Youth participants left the workshop feeling like they had learned a great deal and had fun do-
ing it.  Workshop instructors also said they really enjoyed the experience and would like to return to teach at 
the workshop in 2011. 
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South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra  
Submitted by N. Salway 

 

The South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra finished its 2009-2010 season with a concert at Knox-Metropolitan Church in 

Regina on June 13, 2010. An enthusiastic crowd of 400 was in attendance to hear works by Nicolai, Greifenhagen-

McLeod, Elgar, and 

Beethoven. 

 

A highlight of the eve-

ning was the Concerto 

for cello and orchestra 

in E-minor by Elgar. 

The soloist was Karla 

Hillis, winner of the 

inaugural SSYO con-

certo competition. 

Also featured on the 

program was the world 

premiere of Piece 

dôHorreur, by orches-

tra members Jakob 

Griefenhagen and 

Jesse McLeod. Jakob 

is a clarinetist with the 

SSYO and Jesse is a 

violinist.  

 

In August, orchestra 

members assisted the 

Regina Symphony Orchestra by staffing the Musical Petting Zoo at the RSO Symphony Under the Sky. SSYO musi-

cians helped enthusiastic young children try out violins supplied by Long and McQuade. The event was well received 

and the orchestra may have planted some seeds for new members in the future.  

 

The 2010-2011 season will mark the 34th year of the SSYO, a testament to the talent of these young musicians. This sea-

son is also the 23rd year under the superb leadership of Artistic Director and Conductor, Alan Denike. Under Alanôs lead-

ership, the SSYO has attained a measure of maturity and musical excellence that is the envy of many communities. As 

an indication of this high standard, the Orchestra has been invited again to perform with the Regina Symphony Orchestra 

on March 12, 2011.  

 

The SSYO has also been invited to return to the youth orchestra work-

shop in Banff in November of 2010. At this workshop, the musicians will 

meet with the musicians of the Calgary and Edmonton Youth Orchestras 

which should prove to be fun as well as challenging.  

 

The Year End Concert on June 12, 2011 will be a very exciting conclu-

sion to the year as it will feature the winner of the SSYOôs 2010 concerto 

competition, violinist Jessica Ramsay. This final performance will be pre-

ceded by two wonderful performances and significant fund-raising events 

that provide the Orchestra with a chance to perform in a concert. These 

events are the annual Christmas Brunch concert on December 19, 2010 at 

the Conexus Arts Centre and the Spring Fête concert on April 2, 2011. 

These concerts always provide a lively atmosphere and a great opportu-

nity for the Orchestra to showcase what they have learned.  

 

 For more information on the SSYO, see our website, www.ssyo.ca.  

x Met Concert II:  

 SSYO at Knox -Metropolitan United Church following their year end concert on June 13.  

SSYO at petting zoo:   

SSYO violist Geena Salway helps a future or-

chestra member try out a violin at the musical 

petting zoo held  during the RSO Symphony 

Under the Sky event on August 22.  

http://www.ssyo.ca

